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Awa Shrine

The legend tells that When First Emperor Jinmu was on throne (about 2670 years ago), A god Ama no
Futodama no Mikoto and a family called Inbe came to Awa area from the West, looking for a fertile
land. They traveled by boat, on Kuroshio Current. They landed on Mera beach where you see
Merasaki Shrine today. They settled here, and introduced culturing hemp and other crops. At
landing, Ame no Tomi no Mikoto enshrined his grandfather Ame no Futodama no Mikoto at
Ogaymiyama Hill and his wife Ame no Hiritome no Mikoto at Megamiyama Hill.

Later, a shrine was built In 717 at present location.

Awa shrine is known as the one dedicated to Ama no Futodama no Mikoto, who is the god of industry.

It was placed as the highest rank Shrine in Chiba Prefecture in Heian Period.

The torii gate that you see in front marks the border between secular world and the sacred shrine
precinct. After the first torii gate, cherry trees has been planted on the both sides of the passage,
making it one of the most popular cherry blossom viewing spots in the area in spring.

After the second torii gate, purify yourself at the basin on your right. Rinse your mouth and wash
your hands. On your left is the shrine office, where you can ask for a shrine stamp (goshuin) or buy
some amulets.

After you pass the office building, you might notice a board with lots of tablets with pictures are hung.
The tablets are called “Ema”. People buy a tablet at the office. It usually has a picture of the animal
of the Chinese year. They write their wish on the other side and offer it there on the board, wishing it
to come true. You can actually read what kind of wishes people make. Many school students come
and make wish for their success in their entrance examination to universities and high schools.

People come to visit shrines on special occasions such as New Years day. Some people have
weddings. Some others come for ceremonies to wish for their children’s healthy growth on when

they become certain ages. (360 words)
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